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How Corona Improved My Teaching

How Corona Improved My Teaching
I consider myself a teacher who likes to try new things in
my classroom. Sometimes, these new things go as planned

and | get a new successful tool to add to my teacher toolbox.

Other times, unfortunately, things don’t go as planned.
When things don’t go as planned, | think about why my

Charles Hirst

Software To Strengthen Your Teaching
Lots of new and innovative technology, including software,
was presented in The 21rst Century Classroom. The
benefit of the software was often to create personalized
learning for the students. Students can learn at their own
level, schedule, and location. No longer do |, as the teacher,

students weren’t engaged that day and
how I could have made it more relevant
to their day-to-day life.

Other issues | am always thinking about
are what student level should | target and

what innovative ways could | use to
evaluate their learning.

Because Corona forced me to teach
remotely, | had to think even deeper about the same issues.
This past August and September, | studied with a group of
educators from around the world who are also trying to find
the best teaching practices for the same issues.

In this article, I’ll share some of what | learned in the hopes
that it might help you and your students.

What is the 21rst Century Classroom Course?
The 21rst Century Classroom (http://www.newedtech

classroom.com) is an eight-week course taught online by
Sam Kary. The class’s goal is to get students to be actively
involved “owners” of their own learning. A substantial part
of the course is thinking about the strategy related to what
you want your students to learn and how your class should
be designed. A strategic approach is then taken to choose
the technology which will support your class design. Sam
really focuses on getting students to *“create” with
technology and not just “consume” technology.

have to teach for the middle-level

student in the classroom. Students at all

.
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|
E levels can study in the way that is best
i for them. Both the students and I can also
; see much quicker what they know and
what they need more work on.
Because students can get support
through asynchronous methods, I'm
freed up more in class to give more personalized attention
to individuals and small groups.
Personally, I’ve had very good luck with the three software

solutions below.

Snagit :Padiet g edpuzzle

Shaggit — an online screen recorder to create asynchronous
learning videos.

Padlet — a very simple to use visual bulletin board for
students to share the multimedia work they create.
EdPuzzle - a video platform where the teacher can add
questions and give support to any YouTube video. The
teacher receives detailed feedback about the students’
activities with the videos.

New Student Evaluation Methods
Another big part of the 21rst Century Classroom course is
thinking about innovative student evaluation methods.


http://www.newedtech/
http://www.newedtech/
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Teachers from around the world shared their best practices
on quizzing, testing, reports, and presentations. Two
popular topics were having the students create podcasts to
demonstrate their learning and the benefits of e-portfolios.
I shared with them my experience having my students
create YouTube videos and creating courses for sale on
Udemy.com.

Teaching After Corona
While life with Corona has been a very challenging thing
for society as a whole, I’m thankful it forced me to examine
my teaching and find new and better solutions.

I plan to combine the best of what worked well before
Corona along with the new things I’ve learned to create the
best classroom I can for my students.

How about you? How has Corona changed your teaching
going forward?

If you need help with any of the three software solutions |
mentioned or want to know more about The 21rst Century
Classroom eight-week course, please contact me at
daigaku.us@gmail.com.
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Pandemic and Decision Making: Into the Unknown

It is February 2020 as | sit at a coffee place with my
friend talking about a virus. In the popular hangout coffee
place, there are people sitting all around drinking their

favourite latte, talking, laughing and discussing. Little did |

S

know that just a month later in March, all
life as we know it would change. There
were lockdowns, masks, hand sanitizers

£

social, economic, lifestyle, medical, educational and

and social distancing. Covid 19 changed
all aspects of life on a global scale;

personal life. Many businesses struggled to keep afloat.
Some closed shop for good. Now it is October 2021, as | sit
drinking a cup of coffee at home in the new norm of WFH
(Work from Home) and | begin to ponder about all the
changes and how this pandemic impacts decision making.

Decision making depends on the decision
environment which is all known information and all
available alternatives. Herein lies the problem with Covid
19. How do we make decisions when Covid 19 is
something new? We do not have a template of what needs
to be done. At times nobody knows of what to do. It can get

stressful when we are dealing with the unknown, the

unseen, and a thing that affects decision making at all levels.

The Covid 19 pandemic is complex because it has
shown how an unknown factor can disrupt decision making

"

Arman Hadi

at the highest levels. There were countries that pushed for
economics rather than imposed lockdowns and then
suffered the consequences. There were states within a
country where some governors did not make it mandatory
for vaccinations and masks and they too paid the price in
the rise of covid cases. How does a leader decide to impose
a lockdown when people cannot go out to work and
families go hungry? As leaders perhaps we need to look at
countries who had the highest achievement in combating
this virus and quickly adopt their method. The key then is
the willingness to change and adapt.

In a recent BBC business news, there was discussion
on whether big pharmaceutical companies should relax
patenting for low-income countries that provide the global
workforce in transportation services. If the big pharma
companies think of profit before humanitarian aid, this
would affect border crossing for truck drivers and seafaring
transport and goods services which in turn will affect the
global supply chain movement.
Globally, this will affect business

in the trillions of dollars. How
does one decide profit over the

coviD-19

Coronavirus
Vaccine

human element? It is now time to
put away selfish attitudes and
change to a new way of thinking
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whereby if the big and strong help the meek and weak,
everybody actually profits.

Perhaps the two biggest lessons we are learning from
this Covid 19 pandemic is that we are learning something
about the unknown that lies within us. How do we find
what lies within us to change? It is not the strongest of the
species that survives, nor the most intelligent. But the most
responswe to change. The first lesson is our adaptability.

Column 2021BPC

How we adapt to change. The second is how we treat others.
How we treat others actually affects us all in turn.

The Covid 19 virus is scary. It falls into the realm of
the unknown. It affects all our decision making. It affects
us mentally and physically. But perhaps what is even
scarier is that it is all a test for us. A test to see the unknown
within us.
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